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7 2 4 THE SCHOOL REVIEW 

His study of mathematics has trained in him a sense of the certainty of abso- 
lute truth, as the study of all human sciences has given him a sense of the 
uncertainty of all truth which is not absolute. Economics has taught him 
the complexity of human phenomena, history the vastness and variety of 
human experience, and philosophy the mysteriousness of his own existence. 
Literature of every order and age has trained him into appreciations, intellec- 
tual and ethical." [p. 82.] 

Ethically and religiously, the book is safe and inspiring. High-school 
teachers can find many suggestions in the discourses for talks to pupils on 
the aims of college education. 



An anthology of the molders of French educational thought. — This is a 
volume which aims to "portray to American readers the fundamental ideals 
on which the French system of education is grounded." While attending the 
International Congress on Education held at Oakland, California, in 191 5, 
M. Ferdinand Buisson and Mr. F. E. Farrington 1 noticed to what extent the 
educators of their respective countries were uninformed of each other's ideals. 
Accordingly they conceived the plan of editing two volumes of selections, one 
from representative French educators for American readers, and the other from 
representative American educators for French readers. French Educational 
Ideals of Today, recently published by the World Book Company, represents 
the American part of the plan. The fifty-four selections in the book are 
gathered from some thirty-four French writers, many of them persons of 
great distinction. The topics are scattered over a wide range, from the 
infant school to the lycee. The casual American reader will be impressed 
by the prominence of the religious problem in the book, the intense belief in 
moral instruction, the repeated emphasis on disciplinary values, the marked 
interest in civic education, and the splendid patriotic fervor everywhere. 

The strong disciplinary trend in the thinking represented in the book is 
well brought out in a selection from Louis Liard on "The Place of Science in 
Secondary Education." It sounds very like a passage from President Eliot 
advocating reform in secondary education or voicing a defense of Mr. Flex- 
ner's modern school. Liard says, "It seems to me easy to avoid these 
obstacles, if one is convinced that the teaching of the natural sciences in the 
lycee should be an educational discipline, and not a burdening of the memory. 
First, accurate perception of facts will cultivate the faculty of observation; 
then, comparison of facts will cultivate the faculty of comparison; finally, 

1 Ferdinand Buisson and Frederic Ernest Farrington, French Educational Ideals of 
Today. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York: World Book Co., 1919. Pp. xii-l-326. $2.25. 
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following these comparisons, practical connections established between facts 
will cultivate the faculty of generalization " [p. 264.] 

Many readers will undoubtedly be interested in the masterly discussion 
of the teaching of composition and literature by Gustave Larson, the account 
of "The Mutual Benefit Association in the School" by Edouard Petit, and 
the vigorous article on "The Schoolmaster" by Georges Clemenceau, to say 
nothing of other important selections. Our readers will probably be dis- 
appointed in the small attention given to the scientific movement in the study 
of educational problems and the vocational-education movement. They 
will again be pleased, however, to learn that marriages between teachers, a 
custom that seems to be fairly prevalent in France, receives the happy bene- 
diction of that valorous people. 

Special attention should also be invited to the program of moral educa- 
tion presented in one of the articles by Jules Ferry. Our schools have 
considerable to learn in the sphere of moral education. 

The book appears with an introduction by Commissioner P. P. Claxton. 
It is timely and should be followed by publications that will acquaint us more 
fully with the principles and details of method which are being used in France 
to attain the educational aims of their democracy. 



A brief scientific survey of the field of psychology. — After mentioning the 
extensive and intensive studies of educational psychologists in the field of 
tests, scales, and the mechanics of reading and writing, Professor Hunter, 1 
in his new General Psychology, adds: "Instruction and training in these pro- 
fessional problems are supplanting the earlier work, the attitude of which 
was that educational psychology consisted in general psychology plus a few 
more or less obvious applications to school-room conditions." 

In fact, educational psychology, under the leadership of Freeman and 
others, has already made its declaration of independence. From a study of 
mind in general we have passed to a study of educational processes in par- 
ticular. General psychology has failed to connect intimately and effectively 
with the teacher's problems. And yet it is not to be assumed from this that 
a general psychology of the right sort has no value for educators. Surely 
educational specialists will profit from an accurate knowledge of logical 
boundaries of the relations that exist between their own and other portions 
of the general psychologic area. Professor Hunter has successfully mapped 
and clearly described this whole region in 351 pages. Following a brief 

1 Walter S. Hunter, General Psychology. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1919. 
Pp. xiii+351. S2.15. 



